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not only of the judges, but of the sheriffs, to be my
father's chosen creatures, that right honourable libeller
would, no doubt, have considered the murdered man as
one of " the alguazils of Impey." But, if anything is
capable of proof, it is this : Mr. Macaulay is entirely
ignorant of the subject he discusses, and neither knows
why, nor among whom, the Supreme Court was unpo-
pular. He follows Mr. Mill, and Mr. Mill was just as
uninformed as Mr. Macaulay: and thus is history
written !
At nearly the same time as the date of the foregoing
letter to Lord Chancellor Bathurst, I find my father
writing a very long and confidential despatch toThurlow.
This despatch, like so many others, opens with the
expression of a modest doubt, lest Thurlow might be
wearied by the frequency and length of his letters ; but it
shows throughout how many were the difficulties of his
situation, and how eager his desire to shape his conduct
by the strictest rules of law and equity; to avoid all
usurpation of authority, or extension of jurisdiction. In
this letter he complains of Justice Hyde, whose temper
and manners occasionally disturbed the unanimity of
the Court; and whose views, as to the extent of its powers,
ran into extremes, which it may be necessary to notice
hereafter.
Giving him every credit as an upright judge, he,
nevertheless, informs his correspondent, that Hyde had
just claimed, for the Supreme Court, the full right to
judge in causes of arrears of revenue claimed by the Com-
pany. My father, on the contrary, considered that
these causes must continue to be judged by the Com-
pany's courts, called dewannee adauluts, and that the
Supreme Court could do nothing more than prevent
extortion or violence, having neither the faculty nor the
time to judge of the revenue arrears. " It is absolutely
impossible," he says, " that, with human powers, we
could, in the modes by which we must proceed, deter-
mine one-hundredth part of these causes; and, to me,
the question seems reducible to this; whether the reve-
nues shall, or shall not, be collected ? I do not say the
present mode is unexceptionable; there are evils which
I wish the legislature would remedy."
. But the home legislature was too busy to apply any